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LITTLE BRIGHTY.
An airy, plewsant chamber, with the rose vines
Woven arouni the casement.— Miss Mitford.

A vouthful mother do her infaul swlling,
W ho with spresd arms spd dancing feet,
And cooing voloe, relurns an answer sweet.
Miss Bailie
| am about to take you into a plessant room
sad into pleasaut compsny. If there was one
room more delightful than sll the others at the
Isle of Rays, it waa Brighty's summer room. It
was on the ground floor, and opened in front by
ginss doors upon the piszza, and st the back by
similar doors into the garden of roses; in fact,
" was the room on the Jeft eorresponding to the
pleassnt breskfust rooth O .. sogm—SHe gatunn
of roses running the whole length of the back of
the house, Brighty had ehosen this room for her
midsummer boudoir, for the sake of her two pas-
uiom—-th‘muic of birds, and the fragrance of
flowers, borne upon the summer breese into the
chamber. These could not be had in an np-stairs
room, for Brighty could not delight in the songs
of birds imprisoned in cages, or the perfume of
flowers dying in voses. To give her pleasure,
there must be freedom and gladness in the bird,
and life snd freshnees in the breath of the flow-
ers. Brighty eaid she would always feel a quaver
of sadness in the merriest trills of a caged bird,
and a ecent of fuintness in the richest odor of &
plucked flower. But perhaps Drighty was fauci-
ful—which, o8 mistress of the lsle of Rays, and
w4 the darling wife and spoiled child of General
Stuart-Gordon, she had a right to be. Well!
this summer room, with its vine-shaded piazza in
front, and its garden at back, and the cheery trill
of birds and the dewy fragrance of flowers waft-
ed through it—thia beautiful room ! with the car-
pet on the floor, snd the paper on the walls, both
of the same pattern, namely, & white ground with
red roses running over it, with its white muslin
over pink curtains, with its lounge and chair
cgvers of fine pink and white Marseilles quilt-
work—this oheerful room, with its bevy of gay
girls gathered around one leaping, crowing, laugh-
ing baby—that is, to wit, upon the fifteenth of
July, in the year
As might have been expected, both from her
position and her personal accomplishments, Mrs.
Gieneral Stoart-Gordon became the leader of the
ton in the county. The lsle of Rays bocume the
seat of elegant hospitality. And mever had the
black satin vest of the stout General required
greater breadth for expansion of the chest, than
when seated st the foot of his own table, doing
the honorg of a dinner party, st which his-young
and beautiful wife presided with equal dignity
and grace.
And Britannis enjoyed her position immensely,
1 asemre you, Yee, I am afraid, above everything
else, until ope fine summer's morning, while the
sun was shining and the dew glistening—while
the flowers were blooming and the birds singing—
little Brighty arrived, and Britannia had a reve-
lation of another heaven than that of marble pal-
aces, silver plate, and priceless jewels; and the
gates through which that heaven was visible were
the azure gauze curtains of a rosewood erib. You
know that Britannis, even in her oold, polished
girlhood, while eschewing love with youthful
soorn, admitted that she did love whom she pitied
or protected —judge, therefore, how she loved this
bright new claimant for her pity and protection.
“ And I am very glad sheisa little girl,” thought
Britannin ; “ beeause this dear General has a son
nlready : besides which, he has such a partiality
1;’1’ girls of all ages, from infancy to old maiden-
ood
So the Gieneral had—especially since his two
Brighties—his damask rose and bud—had rejuve.
nated him. 80 the General had—a grandfather-
1y fondness for bahy girls, a fatherly fonduess for
young girls, and a brotherly fondness for old
girls. Oh! it was no wonder the Gienersl re-
quired sach a very large black satin vest—he had
such & large heart under it. And as for the
girls—babies, maidens, and spinsters—they all
loved the Gienernl, as kittens love hearth warmth,
or a# flowers love sunshine.

But the fifteenth of July, in the rose-colored,
rose-soented summer room at the Isle of Rays,
were nssembled Britannia, Sosan Somerville, Ger-
trude, and Zoe. Miss Somerville, at the earnest
sod repeated solicitation of Genersl and Mrs
Stuart-Gordon, had been persuaded to spend some
:reeh of the midsummer at the lsle of Rays
!'.". was engaged to assist in making up an infi-
nite number of summer gurments there, und Ger-
trude, being for the time deprived of visiting the
C‘rlp or the Dovecote, favored the Isle of Rays
with an unususl portion of her time,

And now these three girls were all down on
the rose-figured carpet, contending for the favor
of—whom 7 & little, wilful, bright-eyed sprite of
four months old, who would go to one, sud wouldi’t
£ Lo another, just as its capricious will diotated.
Britannia was paming in and out, engaged in
rome pleasant bousehold duty, sssamed more
from chofee than mecessity. The General was
walking about the room, riding-whip and hat in
band, now pausing to smile st the group sround

the babe, now jestingly wishing ¢
magie e 1o ogly wishing that be bad o

that she should not
8 whout 8o i fine, quite unable to take him-

 sidn ol e, bed l&h Lauis,

x

Zoe had always a need of some one to worship
and wait on, and since the desth of her adopt-
ed father, snd the ement of Louis, she
had sttached herself, lichen-like, to Britannia
and the General Zoe sat there with little

Bdfln,r. carefully pecling ripe grapes for her
until old Serry had carried away Lbﬁ.:uku. and
returned.

Wanting an excase to remain in the room, old
Serry went up to Zoe, and raying, “ Gim me de
chile, Misa Zoe” took the little one sway, and
sat down with her near the window,

“Where is Louis?” ssked Gertrude, paring
her , “ 1 never see anything of him lately.”

“1 have pot seen him since breakfust,” rapll’ed
the General.

“1 hab,” said Serry, putting in her word with
the freedom of an old Virginia domestio, “ 1 hab
seen Marse Louis dis mornin’. You see, Mise
Drertrude, Marse Louis, he never lot me put
Miss Louise’s rooms to rights—never. Won't
let me 'sturb a wingle thing no more an nothin’
st all. Dat room is a scan'lous sight! Dere’s
Miss Lonise’s workstan’ jew’ as she done left
it—drawers all out, things all strowed all over de
top, snd even so much a8 her needle a stickin' in
her sowin’, jes’ us she got up an’ left it de day
she went home wid her ma. Oh! my blessed
Heavenly Maurser, don’t | pray for dat ‘oman’s
'version—three times down on ‘'my knees ev-
ery day, tegllar as the day comes. *Taint ne
use dough—not a single bit. [ goin’ to stop
of it; | goin’ to stop & botherin’ my ly
Maruser about her, ’eause you see, Miss Drertrude,
and young ladies, it aint no sort o’ use. Marser
can’t do nothing 't sll wid her; he done let her
alone; he doue gib her right up to de debbil I”

“But where is Louis, Aunty?’ remiuded
Gertrude.

% Oh, yes—where is Louis 7" asked Zoe.

“Well, I gwine tell you. 1 see Miss Louise's
rooms open, an’ | thinks now [ take dis chance,
and go in dere and clean up. Bless you, I siut
done gone in dere more au’ & year, 50 | gone in,
an’, as I tell you, dere work all strow over floor,
dere wreaf of roses hung over de glass all done
gone, ‘cept the stems and de striog, su’ leaves oll
dry as powder all strow over de toilet cloff—an’
Miss Lowisds loose wrapper, all lying over de

. &e #peelin’ down
by de side ob yed, il wiite, wia nis durif
tangled, and his fuce on de wrapper, and his
arms stretohed up over it. So | jes’ looks in, an’
[ saw dat, an’ 1 jes’' pulls de door too softly, an’
comes away—| was hurted to the heart—and soon
after | seea him get on his horse and ride away.
Dere! dere’s where Le been all day a takin' en in
Miss Louise's room. Now he done, lock it up
agin, and gone away. Ah, Lord, [ like to see the
‘oman as would partme from my ole Apple. Dere!
dere! dere! dere! ita Aunty nint forgot debaby !
its Aunty will peel another peach for de baby
bunton” And the old lady gave her attention to
her little charge.

“But do you never hear from Louise? ques-
tioned Gertrude of Britunnia

“ Never. We have discovered that they are
living at New Orlesns, in great splendor; that
they are very much in society, and give large
parties”—

‘“Does Louis never write 7’

“ Never. All his first letters seemed dropped
into a bottomless well, for any response they
oalled forth "—r

“ Nothing will be done with Mrs. Armstrong
until I take her in hand, and I shall do it eventual-
ly,” said Gertrnde, with a determined look.
“There is no particular hurry. Louis and Louise

are young enough yot—dear me, yes!
'l’.;nihbﬂei;iu Bide a bit,

but twenty, and
Mrs. Armst
“ Ah, Lor'! | wonders, | does, ef she nebber
think of her end—when that shet-up-eye come!
Don’t she memorize dat Louis is got & mother u
in Heaven—an angel always a standin’ in de
rrmn of the Lﬁrﬁ who can say to him, ‘ Lord,
ook down through de slopes ob spage, on
and see what is goin’ on there, see how & wic
‘oman is a sarvin’ out my son, dat [ love! |
wonder she don’t think ob dat. | wonder she aint
afeard Lo injure a‘zwlh a8 has & mother standin’

in de presence oh
ness! here comes marsa now !” exclaimed

the old womsn, 43 hersels feet clattored up to the
door; and Louis, throwing himseif from the sad-
dle, hurried, pale and agitated, into the room.

All were struck with surprise and dismay st
bis extreme perturbation. He sank ioto a chair,
grasping in his hand a paper. Susan Somerville
poured out & glass.of water, and handed him: he
drank it—pressed the kind hand that offered it,
us he thanked her with his eyes. Then turning
to his father, he said, “[ wish to speak with you,
gir ;" and, riuln‘, he left the room.

General Stuart-Gordon followed.

When they had reached the study, and were
both seated—

“There, sir,” said Louis, “there are the hopes
of a life destroyed.”

And he laid the Virginian Republican upon the
table between them, pointing out a paragraph. It
was under the head of “Proceedings of the Legis-
lature,” snd was as follows:

“Hon. J. C. La Compte, from the Committee
of the Judiciary, reported a bill for the divoree of
Louis Stuart-Gordon from his wife, Louise . A.
Stuart-Gordon; which was read, and laid upon
the table”

“There was some foul work here, Louis!"

“Upon what pretence could this have been
claimed — upon what trumped-up story — what
perjury !"

“ Heaven knows, sir! [ only see the eonduct
of—of— Lowise, in this. | only feel that | have
grossly deceived mysell in my estimate of that
young »

“Exactly! Precisely! Compareher with Mias
Somerville, Zoe, Gertrude—with my own queenly
lady—with any right-minded, right-headed girl
or woman—and then judge her.”

Louix was very pale and thin, and he seemed
drooping with o general lassitude as he leaned
back in the high-baocked chair, his paleness thrown
out into ghostly relief h{ the black leather of its
covering and the black cloth of his dress ; and his
very voice, when he spoke, seemed faint and bro-
ken, from physieal debility or mental despair.
Gen®sl Stuart-Gordon looked at him for some
moments in silence. Then he said —

“ You are a Stuart, Louis—a genuine Stuart.
It {8 curious to observe in you the very same
traits of charncter, with the same cast of features,
that ruined your ancestors—the same tendernese
of heart, the same infirmity of purpose. the same
infatuated attachment to the one objeet of idola
try, whatever that may be. Oh! Louis, be &
man—rouse yourself. Zounds, boy! it iaa very
lnckadnisical thing to pine away and die of & bro-
ken heart for any womsn, even your fugitive
wife.”

Louis did not reply. There was a weight upon
his hosom, a general sinking, that made it difficult
to sustain his part of the conversation.

“ Listen to me now, Louis. I tkink I am rather
healthier in mind and body than yourself. 1 will
volunteer my connsel; you will accept it or wot,
as you see fit. First, then, you koow, o cdursé,
that Lauise can never obtain & divorce, however
much she may wish it, since nothing can be

t sgainst yoo — since she herselfl ia the
faith party, while you are guiltiess towards
her. It ia only the blameless snd the Iieiﬂd
rlﬂy with whom remains the privilege of divore-
ng; and certainly in justice it should be so.
Therefore, no power on earth can free Louise from
her matrimonial bondage, but your own. Are
you heeding me, Louis 7"

“Yen, nir, I listen.”

h: My advice to you, then, is, to write to Lou-

»

“Of what avsil were that, sir7 They take no
notice of my lettera. | do not know that they even

o '.-f: that Mre Arm

Ai sure ™ -
ﬂ-’ﬂ, l-tl:,m address to Louise
I that Louise never
llu. Armstrong woald cer-

aatage over us of gaining &

of our sentiments and wishes, by read-
ing our while she studiously avolds reveal-
ing or & hersell by replying to any one

th Nevertheleas, | e would re-
‘ﬂl q“&ﬁ;:n"hwriu Itis
_ﬂz;lfhrw

fin this matter of freedom from her

S
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bonds ; tell
free ber, by an

Lagislatare. They will reply to that let-
1 shall father ! ”
Loujs?

! the whole malter s repugnant, re-
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ean attach
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altogether that. ‘There are
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motives of conduct r

L

Louis is | by

and day. Good- |3

erul odium or npﬂobution, or individual happi- ]
ness or misery. Marriage la the most sacred tie
on earth. The peace of families, the socinl wel-
fare of the whole community, depend upon its be-
ing held so. 1f Louise and myself have contraot-
ed an illjudged marriage, we must sulfer for it,
and bear the h] Better that individuasls
should suffer, ¢! that the general tone of moral
sentiment ghould be low Oh! ohperve, sir!
in modern times, in Christian countries divoroes
ware 8o rare a8 to be almost unheard of, until two
men in the power of place set a very baleful ex.
ample, that spread like a slow pestilence over
their respective countries. Sinoe the divoree of
the Empress Josephine by Napoleon, and that of
Queen Caroline by G e 111, divorces have be-
come far more common. trace it to the influ-
ence of that high example! My father, we ex-
ert in county an influence quite as stroug,
if not as extensive, as that of the illustrious per-
sons | have named, 808, Hehi s e, i wneger-
ous to iutroduce a respectable precedent for an
act of questionable morality in & neighberhood

Still—gtill—I have not considered this <ery
deeply, the suggestion is new. Perhaps, were
the bappiness of Louise really involved, | might
be induced to et nside all objections not positive-
ly founded on pure right, were it not for one
thing—one fetter that binds us together, and
must never, never be broken but by death

“ Awd that 17 "

k“ our daughter!”

! nousense! The little one is in the

! her mother and grandmother, who it is

to ed love her foudly. She is sure of
the beat edoeation that wealth ean re for
her, and will be, begides, the Lelress of & &
fortune. And, Louis, more than all, by the
time you are thirly-five or six years, when you
will be still young, though not youthfu), she, your
daughter, will be grown, and most probably mar-
ried and settled in life. Mrs Armstrong is a
great hand st early marriages, as you know Lo
your cost—and you at thirty-six will find your-
gell unsettled a8 now, Louis! No weakness, if
you have any regard for me. Observe | you mar-
ried this child of sixteem, lived with ber for five
or six monthg, when she left you. She becume a
mother, snd took away her child to a distant city,
nnd has absented herself for nearly two years, re-

A
family, even by letter.
riage was a furce ¥

“ Not go, sir!” said Louis, with a sort of bitfer
mile, since we have a daughter who is heiress to
two immense estates that comprise more than one-
half of county, and are valued at nearly
two millions !"——

_ “Hum! you might marry again and have a

n, & Prince of Wales might disinherit the
Princess Royal. Zounds, sir! this girl has
sbandoned you with the levit y of a mistress
Treat the case even so. Divorce her ; settie prop-
erty on her; and forget her—as a paid-off mis-
treas '

The pallid brow of Louis Stuart-Gordon flush-
ed to erimson, as he replied—

“Enough, gir! Iwill #. The honor of my
wife and daughter are dearer to me than my
own ;" and, lifting bis hat from the table, he bow-
ed and left the room,

“1 wonder if I could mot get a writ of luunacy
out against that young gentieman I” exolaimed
Generanl mmﬁln, testily, as he arose to re-
Join the ladies.

A month passed away—a month during which
nothing wore was heard of the Mont Crystal fam-
ily. Then General Stusrt-Gordon, ncoempanied
all his family and Miss Somerville, went to

August and September at the sea shore.

hey returned to the Isle of Rays about the mid-
dle of Ootober.

Gorgeously beautiful was the Isle of Rays in
early autumn. The searlet foliage of the oak, the
golden leaves of the hickory, the rich purple hue
of the dogwood tree, nnd the bright dark green of
the pine and cedar, all growing tall from the sl
m aitrumblohmn:ﬂmnlu-puﬁ
splendid bouquet, set in the clear waters.

The family returned in renewed life to their

home. Even Louis, by the healthful

\ of nature snd the soot! compan-
of his : was im-
P L

‘waslate in the sfierncon of a glarious day, |
Jjnst cool enoogh to make the prospect of homs, a
blazing fire, and a warm sapper, highly inviting;
sad twilight was gathering duskily on, giving tEo
neighborhood a sweet, dim, mysterious obeourity ;
and the wind was ri-'in; in the north with
that shrill, hollow biast so plessant to-hear in the
early winter, when one has a snug fireside, and
new warm-hued nutumn dresses, waiting to be en-
joyed—when the family oarringe stopped
before the portico at the Island mausion.

Lights were glowing through the erimson-cur.
tained windows of the drawing-room; and as the
carriage approached, a perfect flood of radiance
poured from the hall doors, that were flung wide
open by Geertrude Lion, who bounded out to wel-
come the new comers, as they descended from the
earriage. She caught Britannia in her arms
first.

“Oh! Brighty, you are so handsome! your
cheek is like a carnation rose! And you too,
Susan! you are blooming like s peach blossom |
And Louia!” roared the amazon, breaking into
a loud laugh, “I vow snd declare — how Louis
does grow! if heis not almost a man! And you,
Generall” exclaimed she, starting back and clap-
ping her hands—* you, General | drums and fifes!
steeds and spurs! how grand ! how sublime! how
heavy and ou look! Oh! General
Stuart-Gordon, shake hands with me, that I may
catoh some of the glorification, as school children
catoh the"—v0 i

Here General Stuart-Gordon interrupted her,

Poop ! pooh ! Yourmar-

by starting forward and offering & warm
to this sancy salutation. But the beautiful giant-
ess arrested him by one p of the 1

der, and held him with one hand, while she lifted
the other, and raising her snowy finger, shook it
admounishingly at him, as she said, with a (neer
mixzture of fun and solemnity—

“N. 't/ Pm not Zee, nor Louise
My lips are not as common as a harber's chair!
Everybody has their pet e. You are prond
of your military fame s name that will blaze
down the centuries, illumiosting the his of
our country. DBritannia in proud of Aerself— Brit-
annia, Mrs. Armstrong is proud of her pride. 1
also am proud.

‘1t must be of your inoredible strength, my
audscious beauty!”

1t is this—that my lips have never been stain-
ed by n falsehood or toached by a kiss! —mno,
never, even in my loving childhood; and that
which made the sorrow of the child, makes the
glory of the woman! There; I've made my
speech ; and now you'll aunderstand, sir, thot if in
your exceeding great affectionatences you were to
deprive me of that glory—there'd be a row!”

And the amazon relaxed ber hold, gathered up
her falling torrent of golden hair, and fastening it
by running the blade uer tﬂﬂginib
through the knot, stepped to les \ prss
i ﬁbe‘i.-m General Stuart-Gagdon laughed
heartily, an he drew the arm of Britannia th
his own, and walked into the house. Louis fol-
lowed, with Svean on one arm, and leading little
Brighty by the other hand. Gertrude shook
bands with the cosehmsn, patted the borses’
heads—talked to them—a good supper and a
rubbing down—and then g, with t
bounds, into the house, The travellers had re-
tired to their rooms, to change their dresses.
Z.0e, after having welcomed the party, had gove
into the wainsooted parlor to awsit them.

This room was the very ion of comfort.
The dark sod polished oak walls, the erimson

rtaine, and chair covers, and the w
:?3% fire, all i s glowing and
warmth. The tea-table was set, and the wax can-
dles on the mantel-piece shone down upon the
dazzling white dsmask cloth nud the glittering
silver tea-service. Zoe was Mpplnghnlnut, re-
eeiving dishes from the waiter as he brought
them in, and arranging them on the table. At
last, all was ready, and 'Immspuldboun
Soon Britannia and Sossn en charm-
Sugly in their frst fall dresses—Sasan fn & dark
lored #ilk, snd Britaonia In s rich purple
mtin. They were stlended ::::l. “‘Gm M?:l
Never was & more
i around & social toa-table in a
or. Even Louls glanéed und
M. Arm-

W oo P s ibve il Sl you-ee Bozad

bave things bright and niee, and give you a fumily

welcome  Besides, to tell you the truth, | was
I-iuing for u little extra hpusck flourishes.
was dying to make jellies and Gertrade, |

though she hates everything of the kind, indulges
me in everything; so dear Gertrude came over
here with me, to keep me in countenance.”

The evening in conversation. Ger.
trude and Zoe had a mil of questions to ask,
snd a million of items of neighborhood news to
relate. Nevertheless, as the ladies were some-
what fatigned, they retired early. Then Gene.
ral Stuart-Gordon and Louis sent for the mail.
bag, which wis emptied on the table between
them. There were a number of business letters
of varions dates within the week past, but these
were soon thrust aside, when one, directed in the
haod of Mrs, Armstrong, to Louis Stuart-Gor-
don, and bearing a black seal, caught their eyes
Lounis seized and tore this letter open with & trem-
Biiug bl {ihaa S22 2ra Armstrong, and
read o8 follows

Ricumonn, September 10, 15—,

Mz Loms Bivant-Gorpon: It becomes my
prinful duty to break the long silence waintained
beretofore between us, by announcing to you the
demise of your infant davghter, Margsret, who
died of scarlet fever, after an illness of six duys,
nnld upon the 12th instant.

me any offers of
would be a ‘I:I’h of sy 'm”\"g will
not bly be i able the loss of a
child, nfter whose welfare you have never once
inquired—

“ Never once inquired I interrupted General
Stuart-Gordon iudignantly. “ Why, was ever such
n consummnte piece of:‘{ iy 65 that 7 when she
knows she has received letters monthly, weekly.
sometimes daily, from you. But | see! she is
cautions not to commit herself Go on, Louis”
Louis passed his hand once or twice over his brow,
and resumed the perusal of the letter,

The last tie that binds you to my unhappy
child is thus cut in twain. You ean now have no
excuse for retaining & claim upon the hand of one
whose peace depends upon your frecing her. You
surely cannot value the possession of one whom
you have never written lo—

“She notuslly wishes to make us helieve that

parid

SPEECH
s

H6N. THADDEUS STEVENS, OF PENNSYLYARIA,

THE CALIFORNIA QU ESTION

House of Representatives, Night Session, Juns 10, 15860
Mr. Cuareman: How far Congress can legislate
for the Territories, and admit new States into the
Union, has been matler of grave disoussion.

The power to admit new States is expressly
given by the Constitution. But the extent of
that power is by o mesns settled.  In my judg-
ment, it refors only to new States formed out of
territory previously belonging Lo the nation. Such
was the opinion of Mr. Jes‘euon, nud | bave never
seen it snocessfully controverited. Clearly that
cluuse conferred no diplomatic powers on Con-
gress. Consequently, Congress could eoter into
0o negotistion with foreign Powers; for that
would be sn sot of diplomacy. The right to ad-
mit foreign independent mations into the Confed-
erncy is nowhere given to Congress, either by di-
rect grant or necessary implication. 1 do not be-
licve it exists anywhere, except with the treaty-
maiking power. This question will probably be
seriously oomsidered and finally decided, when
Texas comes to subdivide her territory into Suates,
and olsim their sdmission into the Union, if that
wifartunate event should ever happen.

‘The right of Cal and the extent of that
right, to legislate m’l'miwriu, has become
@ question of fierce diseussion by the sblest minds
of the pation. For sixty years and npwards, after
the passage of the Ordinsnce of 1787 and the
adoption of the Constitution, no one seriously
doubted the right of Congress to control the
whole legislation of the Territories—to estab-
lish ‘I'erritorial Governments; create courts; fix
the tenure of the judges and other officers—in
short, to exercise all aots of municipal as well as
political legislation. For sixty years, nll that au-
thority has been exercised over the Northwest-
ern Territory, the Southwestern Territory, over
Louisiana, Florida, and Oregon. In the mean
titne, the question had been definitively and con-
elusively setiled by all the branches of the Gov-

vision for the return of fogitive slaves does not
extend to the Territories. Any slave eseaping
or being taken into New Mexico or Californis
would fm instantly free. lenoe, by the nct of
1703, express provision for the subject was made
with regard to the Territories which we then had

It follows that Congress alone has the exclusive
power to legisiste for the Territories; and’ that
any aotion by the inbhabitauts in forming Govern-
ments for themselves, until authorized by Con-
gresa, is irregular, and, ax is justly argued by the
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Sevoox,] and
other Southern gentlemen, mere usurpstion. |
do not thiok, however, it is such usurpation as
is to be treated ps eriminal ; but may be either
sanctioned or disallowed, as Congress may deem
most conducive to the general welfure,

But it is contended, that although Congress
has exclusive, it has not unlimited, jurisdiction.
That it may and is bound to legislate to protect
glavery, but cannot prohibit it.

A distinguished Senator from Kentucky |[Mr
Curav,] controverts this doctrine, and holds that
Congress can aholish, prohibit, or establish sla-
very in the Territories.

| ean sgree to meither of these propositions
In support of the first, it is argued that the pro-
hibition of slavery would violate the provision of
the Constitution which says that “ The citizens
of esch State shall be entitled to all the privileges
and immunities of citizens of the several States.”
I ean see uo force in the ment. This ar-
ticle simply provides that the law shall not dis-
eriminate between citizens of the several States.
Now, n law which prohibits ¢very person from
holding slaves in the Territories does not die-
oriminate, but grants to all equal * privileges”
apd “ immunities”

But such law is said to be partinl, beeanse o
portion of our citizens cannot take their property
with them, This is not true in point of fact
Every man may take his property, conforming to
the local law when he gets there. If any of them
posseas property which by the law of natare or

attempted 1o deny one

af the Licts or refute one

of the urguments: they have noticed them merely
10 vituperate thejr suthor, To such remarks
there ean be no reply Ly bim who is wot willing
to place himself on u level with bl wkgoards, |
cannot enter that srena. | will lenve the filth
and the slime of Billingsgite ta the fish-women
and to their worthy coadjutors, the gentlemen
from Virginia, |[Mr. Misisox | from North Carc-
lina, |Mr. Sranvy,| from Kentueky, |Mr Sran
tox,| from Tennessee, [Mr. Winnians,] and «ll

that tribe. With them | can have no controversy
When | want to combat with sueh opponents -u.'i
such wenpons, | can find them any day by entering
the fish market, without defiling this Ilall :

| beg those respectable fish-ludies, bowever, to
understand that | do not inelude my o Neague
from Bucks county among those whom | deem fit
to bo their nssocintes. | would not so degrads
thewm.

There is, in the natural world, a little, spotted
contemptible animul which is armed by wature
with a foetid, volatile, penetrating rirws, which so
pollutes whoever attucks it, a8 to make him offen
sive to himgell and all around bim for & loog time,
Indeed, Le is almost imoapable of purification
Nothing, sir, no insult shall provoke me to orush
80 filthy » beast!

Mr. Chairman, | crave your pardon for this
unprofitable digression. | trust | shall uover
agnin be betrayed inte s siwilar one, even to
brush off these invading vermin.

When | turned off iote this episode, 1 was
siating thet gentlemen on this floor, and in the
Senate, had repeatedly, daring this discnssion,
neserted that slavery was a moral, politienl, and
personal blessing ; that the slvve was free from
care, contented, happy, fut, and sleck. Compari
sons have been instituted between slaves snd la-
toriug freemen, much to the advantage of the
condition of slavery. Instences are cited where
the slave, after having tried freedom, had volun-
tarily returned to resume his yoke Well, if this
be so, let us give all & chance to enjoy this hless-

of man would be worthless, of course he will leave
it behind. A large eapital, in Pennsylvanis, is
invested in stock, tools, and implements for smelt-
ing and manufucturing iron. IF it turos out, ws |
believe is likely to be the fuct, that most of

ergment—by Presidents, by Congresses, by re-

she bas recer none of sur detters!” a@sin in-
biragia? thy @onorah, ‘;R.E-H Looiy? ,
Louis finished the ietter, the remainder being a

consnmmate pieoe of eloquence, by which, with.
out descending from hor pride, she artfully ap-
pealed, now to his disiterested love, now to his
chivalrie devotion, and all to one end—what she
called the emancipation of her hesrt-broken
child.

“ Now, then, what do you intend to do, Lonis 1?

“ My daughter is gone!” Louls buried his
face in his hands for » few moments, and then
rising, said—* Yes, | will write to this poor sor-
rowing young mother! 1 will write to her, and
ascertain if 1 can by any means promote her
happiness’——and, exousing himself, he retired
to his own artrlmmt., where he spent the night
in writing a long, passionate, and eloquent letter
to his wife, expi his earnest sympathy, his
deep affection, his infinite patience, his willing-
ness still to wait, and hope for their future re-

her of mind demanded the macrifice. He
closed by heseeching her to reflect deliberately,
prayerfully, before she decided. This letter was
mailed the next morning.

threw a gloom over the heretofore famil
party. Britannia clasped her own child wit

Louis now, my dear young
all the vu-ldhnnd and
sole Louis. He loves a8 his twin sister ; do
ot leave him just now!” he said, “ and you shall
never leave him if [ can it he resolved
Migs Somerville was thus ponsteained to remain.
Zoe also remained to make up the mourning ; but

Gertrude, who had a mortal to grave
here sh hlluhny. ‘bel '{n
where she the able to

alleviate the ness of =
Louis had

letter for a week or two. He was !
receive a reply by return mail. It was Mra.
Armstrong, stating that she wrote at the request
of her daughter, who was too ill to write hersell
E‘ha letter assured Mr. %t*u:‘i-(}m that the
Ly ) the very Louine,
upon her d:iyrmlwa from her matrimonial ties.
A single line at the bottom of the letter was in
the hand of Louise, though the letters were nearly
illegible, looking ms though they were written
with a tremulous hand. This was the line:
“Yes, Louis, my happiness, my repose, depends
upon your complylng with the request contained
in this letter. Lovise Stuart-Gorvon”

“ [t is done,” exclaimed Louls, growing desdly

e.

I,.‘l"l'lu Legislature met in December. Among the
first petitions presented was that of Louis Stuart-
Gordon. His case was 80 well known—had ex-
cited 8o much general sympathy, that the divoree
that had been indigoantly refused to the petition
of Louise, was ut once granted to the nm ioation
of Louis. The hill passed without a ting
voioce.

It was Christmas at the Isle of Rays, and all
the neighborhood was nssembled there to spend
the holyda It was the day after Christmas,
at night, that a large party were gathered to-
gether in the drawing.room, when Mr. Turner,
the solicitor of Lonis, was announced. Louis im-
mediately retired with him to the library, where
the solicitor 1aid before him s:.?y of the aot dis-
solving his marriage. Prepared as he had besn
for this—the announcement !—the Trlnhd bill
before him—like the sight of the fabled Gorgon,
seemed turning him to stone, He gazed, without
reading, for the letters swam before him. All
had seemed unreal till now. He had seemed to
have lived in a dream till now. Now the terrible,
the sty reality, that Louise, his beloved wife—
Louise, his own from infsney up, still lovisg,
was nothing to him —swam jo upon his brain
with a force of conviction that overpowered
his delicate organization, snd, with a heart-burst-
in;m‘l..ndlﬁllforﬂnin his face. A
long and severe spell of illness followed the events
of this evening. Miss Bomerville remained and
nursed him, .ght alone, of all the fumily, posses-
sed the power of soothing him. Even in his wild-
est delirlum, his frenzy was best mmﬁd‘l;y
the ,f““' voice and soft hand of Susan. He
could mot hear to miss that g-:.l:udniumu

and tonch. He would lie for re quist, with
the hand of Suean on his brow ; but if she left
him for an hour, to take 1 rest or food,
Louis would, with the s or selfish.
ness of iliness, grow restive, and fret himself into
n fever.

In truth, the and copsiderate Louis Stu-

art-Gordon was tho-ﬂduﬂy cruel but to ope
being on earth—to the one who loved him most
st.r?!' purely, sud , of all th
world. How wany spotied oﬂm
young, resemble Louis in that !

every offort Miss Somerville would make to re-
tarn to the Crags, Louis would suffer o relapse
Poor Susan! She was not his happiness—only
his comforter; not his heslth—only his nurse
not his pleasure—only the anod pain.
Yet not now, as formerly, did the life she gave
Louis depart from her own soul. Susan was calm,
strong, sod mistress of hersell now. Her love

[10 nx conTinUED.]

W sareSuooring —Captain Robert Brown, of
the ship North Star, of New London, ls about

on & W vo sod intends to use
his whaling guns in the business. Harpoons,
with lines sttached, are fired from these
snd, 0 far as they bave been tested,
proved entirely successful. In a
ship Eleotrs, Brown took
whales, nine of which were taken

with the
In taking polar whales, the gu

os were
quired, ns they were very snd
tured. arad

ri.c"of;i“ M-::::amhm '
o on
A -'A'hlqh
oty

union—his resolution to remounce that hope. if

The news of the death of the little girl was an-
nounced the next morning after hreakfust. It

tremunlous affection close to her bosom, ns she
wept in pity of Louise. Sussn Somerville wished
to return home, but General Stuart-Gordon would
upon no account hear of it. “You must not leave

You alone, of
now how to con-

spot | iheir

il 'E'Mt:

decisions of the Supreme Court of the
Tnited States. E niary writers, Btory, Rawle,
and others, bald M\m \"lﬂ{;‘..vr ,
It is only since our dismemberment of the
Mexican Empire, that this question has been
upened, and found able and appireutly sincere
siatesmen totally to deny the power.
Those who, half & century henoe, shall be led
to examine the archives of the nation, will natu-
rully inquire what new light had been shed on
this subject ; what new event had happened to
disturb this well.settled opinion. 1t may possibly
be found, that even in this free and enlightened
Republic, mon, statesmen snd demagogues, wero
actuated by the same cupidity, lust of power and
of office, which governed the rople of the old
snd corrupt nations of the world. That an inde-
pendent nation, without treaty snd without war-
raut in the Constitution, by the mere aet of Con-
gress, was corruptly admitted into this Confede-
for the avowed purpese of extending the
mlnlon of slavery; and that California snd
New Mexico were acquired for the same object,
But that it was found that Congress, unexpect-
ally to the South, determined to exolude slavery
from them; and had sctuslly passed a bill for
that purpose, through the House of Representa-
tives; and it was lost in the Senate only for want
of time. Then Southern statesmen discovered
that the only chance they had of carrying out
their original design, was to deny the power of
Congress to pass such a law. They abandoned
the position sanctioned hy themselves, and by the
rescription of sixty years, and boldly nssumed
new attitude.

But to be sucoessful, they must bring Northern
aid to this new dootrine. They put in requisition
the means which before had always availed them—
the mlidul weight of slavery. A Presidential

|

Wis Approa . He alone, who was
willing to receive this new light, and surrender
his conscience to ita illumination, could receive
. Among the most t of the
aspirants to that high office was a gentleman

istinguished talents, of great scientific and
sttainorents, whe bad resched the mature
age of nearly three score years and ten. He was
larly versed in the Constitation and laws
which regulate the Territories. He had grown
up with them. He had filled seversl offices, and
smong them the highest in Territorial Govern-
ments established Congress, Ho acknow-
ledged the exclusive power of Congress over
them, and its power to exclude slavery from
them. He was prepared to vote for the Wilmot
Proviso, and expressed great regret that he was
deprived of the opportunity, by n debate which
waa protracted to the end of the session of 1540,
There seemed but little hope, that his judgmen
thus matured, his opinion formed with care, nn
consolidated by the action of & long life, could
ever be so changed as to entitle him to Bouthern
support. But miracles have not ceased in the
moral, whatever may be the case in the physical
world. Southern alchemy was npplied ; straight-
way & shaking was seen among the ﬁy ‘nnu, and
be stood up, regenerated, illuminated, and trans-
foreand. The soales foll fram his asclens eyes,
and he saw bright visions. He now denies to
Congress the least power over the Territories!
T'o vindioate, not his consistency, for that is hope-
less, but his bonesty, he has devoted thirty odd
mortal of & speech, to show the error in-
dulged in for the last sixty years, by Congresses,
by Presidents, by Supreme Courts, by constitu-
onal writers, and by himself.
I shall not uttempt to follow his labored argu-
ment, especially ns very few of his Southern
allies mow endorse it. All, however, must feel
sincere rﬁ that he changed his opinions under
such peculiar ciroumstances.
My opinion a8 to the errent of the power of

somewhat from those who admit the general and

exolusive puwer,

The Supreme Court, the ultimate arbiter fixed
by the People finally to decide all questions nrising
under the Constitution and lawe of Cufr-,
have, by repeated decisions, derived the exclusive
power of Congress to legisiate for the Territo-
ries from the clause in the Constitution which
snys—" The Congreas shall have power to dispose of
and make all needful rules and regulations respeeting
the Torritory and other properly of the Unated
States

1 do not suppose that nny branch of this Gov-
ernment fs at liberty practically to disregard
these decisions, It would be sa im in the
President, Congress, or any other funot of
the Government, as it would be in sn indi

To him it would be a misdemesnor. If it were

wholly on that rnn of the Constitution.

is much weight in the argument that * Territ

is used in the singular number, sud coupled with
the phrase “or other y belonging 10 the
United States” It seems to have been intended

[T Iy to & single T and the Govern.
o | to spply gle Territory

went . A4 the pdoption of the.
Conw , the United Btales owned but one
Territory (the Northwestern) Nordid the Con-
stitation provide for the soquisition of any other.
Clesrly, no such power is given lo Congress
either expressly or by necessary implication. It
is to be found, if it exists anywhere in the Gov-

in the l.r-ty-anhl:l' Lrwu alone. The
Supreme Court have fortifi eir opinion of the
power of Congress over the Territories, na the
uenoe of the right to aequire by

oouseq
[ allowed
.a,...l'l A eyt v Sl

the Territories scquired from foreign
nations maaliy in the consequenoes resullipg from
the right of 'ﬂ'w"
By the law of nstions, when s nation
uest or treaty, it be-
to the will of the sequiring Power.
The laws of such Powar, hlmmu wprend

over i until some ex legis
ws remain in full foree.

i

[l

nT
| ory to w

Congress in legislating for the Territories differs | ©

now on open, question, | should hesitate to rest it | ali

ing. Let the slaves who choosa, go free; and the
free, who chouse, become slaves. If these gentle-
men believe there is a word of truth in what they
presch, the slaveholder need be under no sppre-
hension that he will ever lack bondsmen. Their

our pewly-acquired territory has weither coul nor
iron ore, wione rigdt fina e Genersl Governdent
. n v fmasumpa ta :r'."lt' wr toved. |
hich the Pennsylvania iron masters could
| not take their property without rendering it |'
worthless7 The argument is quite aa cogent, |
and more just, than Smt used by the slaveholder |

The only fair inquiry i, do the same laws op. |
erate on all, without regard to the quantity or
quality of their property, or the section from
whenoe they come |

Bat it is said that such & law would violate the
rights of the glaveholder, by depriving him of his
property—his vested rights.

To divest him of property in slaves in free
Territories, it must be first shown that he has
such property. It is a principle of the common
law, quite ns sacred as the dootrine of vested
rights, that by the gensral law man is not the sub-
jeot of property; that he can be held in bondage
only by express local law; and that, wherevertho
slave is beyond the jurisdiction of such local Inw,
no matter how he gets there, he is free. This
has never been doubted since the celebrated de-
cision by Lord Mansfield, in the case of the ne-
gro Summersett,. Nor does it make any differ-
euce whether the slave jurisdiction and the
free jurisdiction helong to the same or different
CGlovernments By the common law, if n slave es-
capes from o slave State into a free State, he is
free. That principle of the common law, how-
ever, is prevented from operating in the States by
# clause in the Constitution. But it is in full
force in the Territories, to which that provision
does not extend. The master, therefore, who
takes his glave iuto free Territories, hanno vested
rights or property in him which oan be impaired.
The slave becomes a man, and has & vested and
inalienable right to liberty.

While it is thus found that Congress has the
right to prohibit and abolish slavery in the Ter-
ritories, it does not follow that it has the power
to establish it

1 admit that Congress has all legisiative q:ww
over the Territories necessary for the legislation
of a free Glov except when expressly re-
strained by the provisions of the
the fundamental principl

or
plas of the Government. 1t is
not bound by the article which reserves to the
States all powers not expressly granted to the
United States.

Still, there are general principles restraining
the power of Congress wherever it extonds.
There are certain other principles, not mentioned
in the Constitution, which Congress cannot an-
nul or violate, because they are the foundation of
onr Government. They are enumerated in the
Deolaration of Independence. Wherever those
principles are not altered or overruled hf express
compnact in the Constitution, they potentially con-
trol the mction of the General Government. 1
admit that, in forming the organio law, they
might bave heen repudiated. Some of them un-
fortunately were,

At first it was supposed that they controlled
the State Governments also. It was decided by
the judicial tribunals of some of the States, Mas-
sachusetts for one, that the Declaration of Inde-
pendence abolished slavery without any legislative
ennctment. But it oameto be more reasonubly con-
nidered that the Declaration was not made by the
States, but by the National Government, and
that the prlnn(plu of State rights and leglslation
must be sought for in State documents.

This Bill of Righta of the Amerioan uation de-

slaves would remain, and many freemen would
ek adarbed te Mis bappy condivion. Lot
thesy be pat ™ l?mfr‘wru::lhh‘
Wo will iy Gl toey sstaniish sociesied
in the Bouth for that purpose—aholition societies
to abolish freedom. Nor will we rob the malls to
senrch for lncendiary publiostions in faver of ala-
very, even if they coutain seductive pictures, and
cuta of those imploments of happiness, handoufls,
iron yokes, and oat-o'-nine-taily

If these Southern gentlemen snd their North-
ern aycophants are sincere and ocorrect, then 1
must sdmit thut they have just cunne of eom-
plaint—the only real aggression which the
North ever inflioted on thew. For it connot be
denied that for two centuries the North has
mainly contributed to secure to o partioular race
the whole advantages of this blissful condition of
slavery ; aud, ut tho same time, have imposed on
the white race the cares, the troubles, the lean
anxieties of freedom. ‘I'bis is a monopoly incon-
sistent with republican principles, and should be
correoted.  If it will save the Union, let these
gentlemen introduce a * compromise,” by which
these races may chunge condition ; by which the
oppressed muster may slide into that happy state
where he oun stretoh his sleek limba on the sun-
ny ground without fear of dernnging his toilet;
when he will have no care for to-morrow ; an-
other will be bound to find him meat and drink,
food und raiment, nnd provide for the infirmities
and helplessness of old nge. Tmpose, if you please,
upon the other race, a8 n componsation for their
former blessings, all those cares, and duties, and
anxieties.

It may be ohjected that the white man is not
fitted to enjoy that condition like the black mun.
Certainly, at first, it will be so.  Dut lot not that
discourage him. e may soon become so,

1 will not go into a disoussion as to the origioal
equality and identity of the human race. | wimn
not learned in those things, nor, unfortunately,
in any other. But [ appesl to the learned men
of this House, the gentleman from Alubama, |Mr.
Hiteiarn] from Massachusetts, |Mr. Maww |
from Verwont, |Mr. Meacuam,| to sy if the
o\i.nh:hl researches of the past and presont

e—whether drawn from the physiology or the

ilology of tribes and nations of men—da not ull
corroborate the recorded faot that * Fle hoth maile
of one blood all wnations of men ;" and (hat thelr
rrmnt great variety in color, form, and intellect,
# the efiect of climate, habits, food, and education.
Let not the white man therefore despair on me-
count of the misfortune of his color, Homer in-
forme vs that the moment o man becomes a slave,
he loses half the man; sod o few short years of
appronticeship will expungo ull the rest exoept
the fuint glimmerings of an imwortal soul. Take
your stand, therefore, courngeously in the swamp,
spade and mattock in hand, and uncovered, and
half-naked, toil beneath the broiling sun. Gio
home to your hut at night, and slecp on the bare
ground, nnd go forth in the morning unwashed to
your daily labor, and a few short years, or a gen-
erition or two at most, will give you a color that
will pass muster in the most fustidious and pious
slave market in Christendom. Your shape ulso
will gradually conform to your condition. Your
parched and swollen lips will nssume s chronio
and permanent thickness of the most spproved
style. Your feet, unconfined hy shoews, and aocus-
tomed to a marshy soil, will shoot out behind
and sideways until they will assume the most de-
lightful symmetry of slavery, Deprived of sll
ueation, out off from all ambitious aspirations,

-

clares liberty to be an inalienable right. Nor
doen the Constitution give Con any power to
restrain or take away this ris exoept in the
case of fugitives from lahor into other States. The
legislative powor of the soveral States Is control-
led by similar principles. They have genersll

wn.
I find that every free State has adopted o Bill

of Ri
found‘l.n those of Massachusetts and New Hamp-
shire: “ All men are born free and equal, and

und defending thelr Jives nud liberties ; and that

gislutures from establishing slavery, or violating
vested rlihu. Yot | suppose that no sound states-
man would contend that they could do either, be-
cnuse it would be inconsistent with the funda-
mental principles of their Government, as ex-
reesed thaﬂ- Bill of Rights. It would, in my
rm!pnl, be equally preposterous to nssert that
Congress such power, when the Bill of
Rights of the nation decleres liberty to be “in.
en

able.
I think it follows inevitably, that Congress may
sholish or prohibit slavery wherever it has ex-
olusive jurisdiotion, but can establish it nowhere.
I should not have desmed it n to give
any reasons now for such exclusion, had it not
been lately repeatedly contended on this floor,
and o the Benate, that slavery s & besnng.
Northern gentlemen have here that they do |
pot view it with much horror; and my oolleague
from Luzerne ‘Mr‘ Buriee| looks upon it as & re.
ligious or divine Institation, if | tly under.
stood him. ‘This seems to render it proper again
to examine the charnoter of the institution. This,
I am nware, will bring down upon me all its
Yenom.
When | ventured some time since to give my

ion I;mlyo! the real condition wnd evils of
very, | ex
of the institution. While that grestest, most
honest, and most fearless, of modern statesmen,
who was urlnk.u:”ﬁtn ddl:“. in thllﬂl‘l‘dl,
was, almost w defending human is,
and denouncing the horrors of slavery, weo sw
him, from year to year, the object of the bitterest
se in this House, snd by the slave
ress everywhere. No motives were too foul to
r-pntata im; no crimes too strocious to ¢
upon him. [t was sought to expel him from th
body; snd it was preveated only by his own
gallant defence. Sir, I truat It will not besu
that | have the vanity to ex to
touched by uny of the rays of that glory which
will forever surround his name, on sccount of the
calumnies, the insults, snd the which
he endared in thllhl‘h.:: ly cause. ir
I conld induige such gentlemen from the
Bouth, snd who are no from |
the NJu'tll.
tious

teuted indifferenoe.
tures, and color, would descend to your fortunate

larstion or Bill of Rights ponte
oopaal Mo or Bill of Rights of (helr | Tias the secldental or saquired qualitias of bed

snd mind are transmissible, snd become heredi-
hts similur to the following, which re to be | tary. Trus, your descendants will be black, stu-

&d to be nesuiled by the defenders | ficent

your wind would soon lose all foolish snd per-
plexing desires for freedom; and the whole man
would be sunk into a most happy and con-
And all these faculties, fea-

rity ; for no fact is better established than

id, and ugly. But they would only be so
neontestable evidences of their natural right and

have certain natural, essentisl, and inslienable | fitness for the enjoyment of this state of morl,
rights; among which sre the right of enjoying | political, and personal happiness!

Among others, numerous clergymen are found

of soquiring, possessing, snd protecting property.” | defending this institution, and praising its com-

Those Constitutions nowhere probibit thelr Le. | forts and advantages, The same spirit which In-
cndi-wnsngearec - e s tine | daced them to defend tyranny in the time of the

Charleses, and the Jameees; to maintain the

divine right of Kings; to inouloate the duty of

passive obedience and non-resistance; and to
suathematize those who resisted the tyranny of
the “ Lord’s snolnted "—prompts them now to
take the wide of the oppressor nst the op-
. They find the same kind of argument
n the Boriptures to uphold slavery. that they
theu found to Justify the despotfsm of profti
Kiogs. 1shall not answer their absurd and
shmu tion. That has been effectually
one by the hovorable gentieman from Massa-
m [Mr. FowLer.] Bat 1 will say that these
parasites do more to make infidels thau
all the writings of Hume, Voltaire, and Paine.
If it were once shown that the Bible suthorized
sanctioned, sud edioined human slavery, no 'wd
man would be n Christien. It containg no saeh
horrible dootrine. But if it did, it would be con-
clusive evidenoce, to u{.-!ml, that it is a spurious
i , and not the worp of the God who is
the Futher of men, and no of pernons.
I have before me u work by clergymen who
They descant

e e . G e
on the ¢ CL s
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slavery. nnsters

with great kindness ; others more sev
with merciless oruelty,
for that slone
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